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Speakers at conferences (co-)organized, coordinated or initiated by KOMIOS: 

 

Dr. Alojz Androvič (Deputy Director-General, University Library Bratislava) 

Annika Ahtonen (Policy Analyst, Europe’s Political Economy Programme, European 

Policy Centre, Brussels) 

Dkfm. Josef Altenburger (President, Slovak-Austrian Chamber of Commerce, 

Bratislava) 

Jiří Aster (President, Chamber Union Elbe/Oder)  

Theo Bacher (Microbox GmbH, Bad Nauheim) 

Dr. Barbara Balážová (Institute of Art History of the Slovak Academy of Sciences, 

Bratislava) 

Péter Balázs (European Coordinator for the TEN-T Priority Project 17; former 

European Commissioner for Regional Policy; former Minister for Foreign Affairs in 

Hungary) 

Heinz K. Becker (Member of the European Parliament, General Secretary, 

Association of Austrian Seniors) 

Miloš Blanárik (Director of Communication, PSS / Prvá stavebná sporiteľňa, 

Bratislava) 

Mag. Katalin Blaskó (Department of Finno-Ugrian Studies, University of Vienna) 

Dr. Astrid Blome (Institute "Deutsche Presseforschung", University of Bremen) 

John Bölts (Chairman, Work Group Transport and Logistics at the German-Slovak 

Chamber of Industry and Commerce) 

PhDr. Samuel Brečka, PhD. (Dean, Faculty of Mass Media, Paneuropean 

University, Bratislava) 

Francesco Briganti (Director, European Association of Paritarian Institutions of 

Social Protection, Brussels) 

Ing. Jaroslav Čermák (Association of Chemical and Pharmaceutical Industry of the 

Slovak Republic, Bratislava) 

Dušan Chrenek (Head of the Representation of the European Commission in the 

Slovak Republic, Bratislava) 

Michael Clausecker (Director-General, UNIFE - the European Rail Industry, 

Brussels) 

Dr. Michael Czepalla (Hanns Seidel Foundation, Munich) 

Andrea Danihelová (Spokesperson, Východoslovenská energetika a.s., Kosice) 
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Dr. Arkadiusz Danszczyk (Deputy Director, Martin Opitz Library, Herne) 

Tamás Deutsch (Member of the European Parliament; Member of the Committee on 

Regional Development of the European Parliament) 

Wolfgang Dietrich (Spokesperson, Stuttgart-Ulm Rail Project, Stuttgart) 

Mgr. Magdaléna Dobišová (CEO, SKANSKA SK a.s., Bratislava) 

Ing. Milada Dobrotková (President, Association for Social Service, Bratislava) 

Sebastian Doderer (Hamburg Harbour Marketing) 

Dr. Heike Drechsler-Meel (Karpatendeutsches Kulturwerk, Karlsruhe) 

PhDr. Daniela Džuganová (Director, University Library Kosice; Chairwoman, Slovak 

Library Association)  

Ismail Ertug (Member of the European Parliament, Committee on Transport and 

Tourism, Rapporteur TEN-T) 

Dr. Dušan Fedič (University of Trnava, Faculty of Philosophy) 

Reinhard Feldmann M.A. (University and State Library, Münster) 

Mgr. Tomáš Fiala (Head of the Digitization, University Library Bratislava)  

Ján Figeľ (Deputy Prime Minister of the Slovak Republic; Minister of Transport, 

Construction and Regional Development of the Slovak Republic; former European 

Commissioner for Education, Training, Culture and Multilingualism) 
Mgr. Tomáš Foltýn (National Library of the Czech Republic, Prague) 

Kristina Forbat M.A. (Journalist, Kosice) 

Arne Franke M.A. (Author, Berlin) 

Wolfgang Franz (Director, Goethe Institute, Bratislava) 

Ing. Bc. Pavol Frešo (President, Bratislava Self-Governing Region) 

Dr. Ingo Friedrich (President, European Economic Senate; former Vice President of 

the European Parliament) 

Doc. RNDr. Milan Ftáčnik, CSc. (Mayor of Bratislava) 

Ing. Milan Gajdoš (CEO, National Highway Company / Národná diaľničná 

spoločnosť, a.s., Bratislava) 

Dr. Franz J. Gangelmayer (Vienna City Library) 

Eric Gautier (Director, Manufacturing Business Development Europe, Middle East & 

Africa, Siemens PLM Software) 

Dr. hab. Zdzisław Gębołyś (Katowice) 

Dr. Berthold Gillitzer (Bavarian State Library, Munich) 
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Dr. Guido Glania (Executive Member of the Board, German-Slovak Chamber of 

Industry and Commerce, Bratislava) 

Frank Gübner (General Secretary, Christian Social Labour Union, Munich) 

Prof. Dr. Detlef Haberland (Federal Institute for Culture and History of the Germans 

in Eastern Europe - BKGE, Oldenburg) 

Erwin E. Habisch (Institute for the Culture and History of the Germans in North 

Eastern Europe - IKGN, Lüneburg) 

Martin Hanus (Vice Editor-In-Chief, Weekly Tyžden, Bratislava) 

Dr. Stefan Haupt (Lawyer, Berlin) 

Gudrun Hoinkis (Head of Library, Secret State Archives Prussian Cultural Heritage, 

Berlin) 

Nicolai Hartung (Senior Policy Advisor, eupag GmbH, Munich) 

DI Hans-Peter Hasenbichler (Managing Director, Via Donau GmbH, Vienna) 
Dr. Karl Heinz (International Centre for Archival Research, Vienna) 

Dr. Heidi Hein-Kircher (Herder Institute, Marburg) 

Horst Heitz (Senior Policy Advisor, eupag GmbH, Munich) 

Winfried Hermann (Minister of Transport and Infrastructure of Baden-

Wuerttemberg) 

Dionýz Hochel (European Parliament / Information Office in the Slovak Republic, 

Bratislava) 

JUDr. Andrej Holák (State Sekretary, Ministry of Transport, Construction and 

Regional Development of the Slovak Republic) 

Žofia Jakubová (Chairwoman, Paneuropa Union Youth Slovakia) 

Dr. Stephan Kaiser (Director, Upper Silesian Museum, Ratingen) 

Martin Kastler (Member of the European Parliament) 

PhDr. Klára Kernerová (Director, Jan Bocatius Library Kosice) 

Dr. Wolfgang Keßler (Viersen) 

Prof. Dr. Heiner Klocke (Cologne University of Applied Sciences) 

Peter Kiss (CEO, Metrans Danubia, a.s., Dunajska Streda) 

Alexander Klacska (Chairman of Transport and Traffic, Austrian Economic 

Chambers) 

Dr. Joachim Köhler (Head of Department NetMedia, Fraunhofer IAIS, St. Augustin) 

Jozef Kollár (Member of the Slovak Parliament; Chairman, Committee on Finance 

and Budget of the Slovak Parliament; Chairman, MP´s Club of SaS) 
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Fabian Kopp M.A., MBA (Chairman, Digital Forum Central and Eastern Europe, 

Munich; Managing Director, Pixelprint GmbH, Munich) 

Dr. Peter Kostädt (University and City Library of Cologne) 

Dr. Michaela Kováčová (University of Kosice) 

Eliška Kozárcová (Catholic University, Ruzomberok) 

Aina Krieva (Latvian State Library, Riga) 

Olaf Krüger (Chairman of the Board, IBS - Community of European Rail Forwarders, 

Berlin)  

Martin Kubala (President, Business Leaders Forum; CEO, Hewlett Packard 

Slovakia, Bratislava) 

Dr. Jaromír Kubíček (Director, State Research Library, Brno) 

Dr. Norbert Kunz (Bavarian State Library, Munich) 

Dr. Erdmute Lapp (Director, University Library, Bochum) 
Ľuboš Machaj (Programme Director, Slovak Radio, Bratislava) 

Patrizia Marte (President, Italian Association for Economic Development) 
Dr. Andreas Martin (Institute of Saxonian History and Folk Culture, Dresden) 

Ing. Tibor Majzún (Managing Director Slovak Republic / Regional Director North 

East Europe, cargo-partner SR, s.r.o., Bratislava) 

Radu C. Mârza (Cluj-Napoca) 

Prof. Dr. Jörg Meier (Universität of Leiden, University of Kosice, University of 

Klagenfurt) 

Dipl.-Wirt.-Inf. Mihail Minev (University of Trier) 

Jozef Mikloško (Member of the Slovak Parliament; President, Federation of 

Christian seniors Slovakia) 

MUDr. Miroslav Mikolášik (Member of the European Parliament; Member of the 

European Parliament's Committee on Regional Development) 

Dr. István Monok (Director-General, Széchényi National Library, Budapest) 

Prof. Dr. István Monok (Director-General, Library and Information Centre of the 

Hungarian Academy of Sciences, Budapest; Presidency Member of the Hungarian 

Academy of Sciences, Budapest) 

Mag. Christa Müller (Austrian National Library, Vienna) 

Marina Müller M.A. (University of Trier) 
PhDr. Miloš Nemeček (President, Slovak Union of Newspaper Publishers, 

Bratislava) 



	   5	  

PhDr. Miloš Nemeček (NAUTILUS DJ, Bratislava) 

PhDr. Miloš Nemeček (Slovak Government Committee of Seniors, Bratislava) 

Steffen Nestler (Managing Director, Deutsche GVZ-Gesellschaft mbH, Dresden) 

Natalie Neuhaus (Martin Opitz Library, Herne) 

Prof. Hans-Peter Niedermeier (Head of the Scholarship Organization, Hanns Seidel 

Foundation, Munich) 
Branislav Ondrašik (Assistent Professor, Faculty of Mass Media, Paneuropean 

University, Bratislava) 

PaedDr. Ján Orlovský (Head of Corporate Communications, Západoslovenská 

energetika, a.s. (ZSE), Bratislava) 

Stéphane Ouaki (Head of Unit Connecting Europe - Infrastructure Investment 

Strategies, European Commission) 

Jens Peters (Walter Nagel GmbH, Bielefeld) 

Ernö Petö (President of the Department for Transport, Carriage and Logistics, 

Budapest Chamber of Commerce and Industry) 

Hana Pfalzová (University of Regensburg) 

Andrea Pisingerová (Manager, HARTMANN - RICO spol. s r. o.) 

Peter Poláček (President, Danube Knowledge Cluster, Bratislava) 

Dr. Jiří Polišenský (National Library of the Czech Republic, Prague) 

Dr. Bibiana Pomfyová (Institute of Art History of the Slovak Academy of Sciences, 

Bratislava) 

Dr. Hugo Portisch (Journalist, Vienna)  

Nina Renshaw (Deputy Director, European Federation for Transport and 

Environment, Brussels) 

Cosmin C. Rusu (University of Cluj-Napoca) 

Daniela Sawade M.A. (University Library of Regensburg) 

Till Schicketanz M.A. (semantics Kommunikationsmanagement GmbH, Aachen) 

Horst Schmeißing (Zeutschel GmbH, Tübingen) 

Michael Georg Schmunk (Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the 

Federal Republic of Germany to Slovakia) 

Dr. Franz Schön (Sorbian Institute, Bautzen) 

Jan Schrastetter M.A. (Managing Director, KOMIOS s.r.o. - Institute for Cooperation 

in Central and Eastern Europe, Bratislava) 
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Dr. Stephan Schwarzer (Director, Department for Environmental and Energy Issues, 

Austrian Federal Economic Chamber, Vienna) 

Dr. Christa Sedlatschek (European Agency for Safety and Health at Work, Bilbao) 

Ing. Gabriela Sedláková (Board Member, National Bank of Slovakia, Bratislava) 
Prof. Dr. Andrea Seidler (Department of Finno-Ugrian Studies, University of Vienna) 

Prof. Dr. Manfred Seifert (Institute of Saxonian History and Folk Culture, Dresden) 

Ján Šimčo (Head of Strategy and Development Department, ZSSK CARGO, 

Bratislava) 

Brian Simpson (Member of the European Parliament; Chairman, Committee on 

Transport and Tourism of the European Parliament) 

Eberhard Sinner (Member of the Bavarian Parliament; Member of the Committee on 

European Affairs; former Bavarian State Minister for European Affairs and Regional 

Relations; President of OWWC) 

František Stano (Director-General, Slovak Tourism Agency, Bratislava) 

Peter Stano (Spokesperson of the Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs of the 

Slovak Republic, Bratislava) 

Dr. Veit Steinle (Director-General, Environmental Policy and Infrastructure, 

Departmental Policy Issues, Federal Ministry of Transport, Building and Urban 

Development, Berlin) 

Wolfgang Streitenberger (Advisor-Conseiller in the Directorate General "Regional 

and Urban Policy", European Commission) 
Dr. Ittai Joseph Tamari (University of Munich) 

Dr. Hans-Jakob Tebarth (Director, Martin Opitz Library, Herne) 

Michael Theurer (Member of the European Parliament; Vice-President, Danube 

Forum of the European Parliament; Member of the Committee on Regional 

Development of European Parliament) 

Dr. André Thieme (Institute of Saxonian History and Folk Culture, Dresden) 

Ferenc Toth (Pixelprint GmbH, Munich) 

Stephan Tratter (Treventus Mechatronics GmbH, Vienna) 

Dr. Tibor Trgiňa (Director-General, University Library Bratislava) 

RNDr. Kamil Vajnorský (President, Association of Pensioners of Slovakia, 

Bratislava) 

Mag. Liv Wanek (Vienna City Library) 

Dr. Jürgen Warmbrunn (Deputy Director, Herder Institute, Marburg) 
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Albert Weber M.A. (Institute for East and Southeast European Studies - IOS, 

University of Regensburg) 

Dr. Gudrun Wirtz (Head of Department of Eastern Europe, Bavarian State Library, 

Munich) 

Dr. Juraj Zajonc (Institute of Ethnology of the Slovak Academy of Sciences, 

Bratislava) 

Kristīne Zaļuma (Latvian State Library, Riga) 

Vaclav Zeman (Berlin State Library) 

 

Honorary Patrons of past conferences: 

Ján Figeľ (Deputy Prime Minister of the Slovak Republic; Minister of Transport, 

Construction and Regional Development of the Slovak Republic; former European 

Commissioner for Education, Training, Culture and Multilingualism) 

Ivan Gašparovič (President of the Slovak Republic) 

Ján Počiatek (Minister of Transport, Construction and Regional Development of the 

Slovak Republic) 

 

 

 

 


